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Existing conditions inventory Summer & Fall
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Developing Alternatives
Technical analysis Winter &
Alternative concepts development
Evaluating Alternatives
Technical analysis continued Summer & Fall
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Preparation of Draft
Envir Impact

Select Preferred Alternative
Public Hearing Summer
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Final EIS

Summer & Fall
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Project Planning Continues

ork on the Middle Fork
Snoqualmie River Road
Envir I Impact S
continues through spring and
summer 2004, with ongoing tech-
nical studies, environmental field
work, and public involvement.
Also known as Forest Highway 29, Middle
Fork Snoqualmie River Road parallels the
Middle Fork Snoqualmie River from Interstate
90 near North Bend, WA to the Middle Fork
Trailhead on the Taylor River. A loop road at
the beginning of the project also provides
access for local residences. The 11-mile road
improvement study is a joint project of the
Federal Highway Administration (Western
Federal Lands Highway Division), King
County, and the U.S. Forest Service.

As the only motorized entryway to 109,000
acres of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National
Forest and a primary access point to the Alpine
Lake Wilderness Area, Middle Fork
Snoqualmie River Road is an increasingly
popular destination for outdoor recreation
enthusiasts from throughout the greater Seattle
area and beyond. Visiting the area can be a
challenge due to the road’s poor surface,
inconsistent lane widths, and substandard
curves. The proposed project would create two
travel lanes, improve substandard curves, pave
the road surface, and provide enhancements for
fish passage and water quality. When complete,
the project would allow safer travel to the
recreational sites along the river, as well as to a
planned Forest Service campground near the
Middle Fork Trailhead near the end of the
study area.

Officials are also hoping that the proposed
improvements will reduce the nuisance activi-
ties that regularly occur along the road. The
area’s remote location has made it a convenient
target for illegal dumping, shooting, and even
drug activity. An upgraded road should
improve response times for law enforcement
and emergency services. The presence of
recreational visitors to the Middle Fork
Snoqualmie River Road will likely also help
deter illegal and nuisance activities.

Public interest in this project remains high. A
public involvement program is underway and
includes this newsletter, media releases to area
news outlets, display advertising in the
Snoqualmie Valley Record, community open
houses, group presentations, and a website
(www.mfsnoqualmie.org). The project mailing
list consists of over 1,200 addresses, including
property owners, agency staff, elected officials,
civic groups, outdoor recreation clubs, environ-
mental groups, and other interested parties.
Persons not on this mailing list who wish to be
kept informed about this project can send their
name and mailing address to

mfsnoqualmie @fhwa.dot.gov.

The most recent open house was held on March
4 in North Bend. Interested citizens reviewed

Next Open House June 2nd

and commented on the
draft evaluation criteria
and the alternative
roadway improvement
concepts. The next open
house will be held on
‘Wednesday, June 2, 2004
from 4-8 p.m. at the Mt.
Si Senior Center in North
Bend. Participants will be
able to provide input on
four alternatives that are
being advanced for consid-
eration by the project
team. More details about
the open house and the
alignment alternatives

can be found inside.

One of the many scenic
views located along the
project corridor

Project Partners:

Federal Highway
Administration,
Western Federal Lands
Highway Division

(W)

King County

L5

US Forest Service

Attend the upcoming Open House!
Wednesday, June 2, 2004 4-8 p.m.
Mt. Si Senior Center, 411 Main Avenue South, North Bend, WA

Teams of natural resource specialists will be con-
ducting environmental surveys along Middle Fork
Snoqualmie River Road tk hout spring and

summer 2004. Visitors to the project area may see
them conducting field surveys for the following:

‘Wildlife & Plant Species

The project corridor is being studied to determine
the presence of high-quality wildlife habitat so that
any effects of the various project alternatives can be
assessed. Surveys for federally-listed species, such
as the northern spotted owl, are also being conduct-
ed. In addition, workers will be looking for rare or
listed plant species so that potential impacts from
the various project alternatives can be analyzed and
the species can be avoided where possible.

Culverts that carry
streams where fish could
be present are being
assessed to identify those
that may be barriers to
upstream and downstream
fish passage. All “build”
alternatives under consid-
eration would replace
some of these fish barrier
culverts with culverts or
bridges that will allow
fish to pass through them
at a variety of flow levels.

Wetlands
Wetland delineations are
complete for the entire

Environmental Field Work Update

project corridor. Additional field surveys to identify
potential mitigation sites and to assess potential
impacts of the various project alternatives will be
conducted.

Noise Levels

Field crews will take noise level measurements at
various points along the project corridor to estab-
lish baseline noise levels. This information will be
used to assess the potential noise impacts of the
various project alternatives.

Field crews will not be working on private property
unless they have obtained permission from the prop-
erty owner. Most field surveys will not require work
on private property.

Get additional information by visiting the project website: http://www.mfsnoqualmie.org



P u b I i C M eeti N g C on ti nues Evaluation Criteria  Total Responses

‘Wildlife habitat 37
the Community Conversation wewn™ 0 e i
Nuisance and illegal activities 29 bridge (MP8.5)
Aesthetics and visual impacts 25
. . . . . Speed limits 15
he alternative screening open house was held on March 4, 2004 at the Mt. Si Senior Center in Land use 14
North Bend. The purpose of the open house was to: Noise impacts 14
p:
) , L Construction impacts 12 Repaired timber End of ‘ .
* Gather (fommenls, issues, and concerns regarding the draft evaluation criteria and Roadway width 10 abutment study area |) Mlddle F[')rk
alternative roadway improvement ideas Road safety 10 (MP6.1) ] Tra" Head
* Provide basic project information on the EIS process Emergency service response times 3 - \
« Offer an opportunity for face to face discussions about project issues between Residential (couplet) impacts "‘
project team members and the public Public safety with law enforcement 1
Access 1 reek
1,200 newsletters were sent to interested parties announcing the meeting. Meeting announcements were New trails parallel to 1 45
also placed in select King County newspapers. Thirty-eight participants attended the meeting and ten existing 10.8 miles of road | Trail 1003
Preserve past history and heritage 1

comment forms were collected. In addition, over thirty comment forms included in the mailing and ten
emailed comments were received.

A majority of respondents recognized the need for improving Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Road, although many expressed a
strong desire to retain the natural character of the area in any road improvements. Preferences were mentioned for keeping the road
narrow to reduce impacts as well as speeds. Water quality and wildlife habitat are also top concerns. Pratt River
Additional access to recreation was high on the list of
desired improvements, especially adequate parking at
popular recreational spots such as trailheads and river
access points. Controlling public access to side roads
and areas beyond the Taylor River trailhead was
suggested by some as a means to reduce illegal and
nuisance activities.

Minimal pipe cover at
stream crossing (typical)

_Forest /.
Highway 29 4

6 Low roadway -
beaver activity has

QO& caused the road to
flood (MP9.7)
& |

The table above lists, in priority order, the
evaluation criteria that were most important
to respondents.

Beginning

of study area Granite|Creek

7

£ S = = to Seattle i i
The Middle Fork Snoqualmie River rates among the _— resgjreeg“ - ‘_\\/

nation’s finest whitewater resources

exit 34

Project Schedule =y

Planning Steps to Ellensburg

1. Conduct previous planning efforts

2. Compile and review previous public
comments and input

3. Research existing conditions

4. Project Introduction/Scoping

- . » _ : S
Recently opened Granite Creek River Access (MP5.7)

5. Public Meeting - Scoping - d
6. Develop Purpose and Need Statement HOW to get Involved ISSueS to COhSl er
7. Identify possible improvement alternatives = H = .
8. Selected Alternatives Review WI th th I S p rOJ ect . Clear Zones

The "clear zone" is an important factor in creating a safe roadway. The clear zone is the area adjacent to the traveled lane that is free of
obstructions such as large rocks, trees, or steep slopes. Due to driver error or unforeseen obstacles such as wildlife or road debris, vehi-
cles occasionally veer off the traveled lane. The intent of a clear zone is to provide an area for an errant vehicle to recover safely and
return to the roadway. All of the "build" options under consideration for the
Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Road include a 6' clear zone.

. . . . 1 Get your name on the project mailing list
9. Public Meeting - Alternative Screening

10. Conduct Studies and Alternatives Evaluation

Send us your comments and ideas
11. Evaluation and Identify Feasible alternatives 2 ¥

a q . . 3 Attend the next public meeting
12. Public Meeting - Alternative Evaluation We are here

Contact: Fish Passage

i - Wildlife habitat in the project study area is a top issue of importance for the public.
13. Prepare Draft Environmental Impact Maithew Joerin, FHWA Project Manager proj y P pe P

tatement (DEL This includes fish habitat. Project team members have analyzed culverts carryin,
s (ES ) 5} Siin SF‘“‘v Vancouver, WA 98661 streams under the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Road that are documented or ¢
14. Public Meeting/Hearing - mfsnoqualinic@fhwa'dotzoy suspected of having fish present. Many of the culverts such as the one pictured
Draft Envir Impact Si here are barriers to adult and juvenile fish passage. Culvert outlets with large
15. Comment Period . R . drops, a lack of streambed material within the culvert, low water levels, or
16. Prepare Final Environmental Impact Get additional information extremely fast moving water within a culvert can all limit or prevent fish passage.
Statement (FEIS) by visiting the project website: The proposed project would replace many of these culverts with structures that will

17. Comment Period allow fish passage at a variety of flow levels.

18. Prepare Record of Decision http://www.mfsnoqualmie.org




