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The expected event finally happened,
a debris flow coming down White
River. | heard some of the
contractor’s crew camped in the
Snow Park with RV’s awoke to what
sounded like large helicopters around
10:30 pm Monday night. Not seeing
any aircraft, with the noise
increasing and being dark, they
decided a motel was a better choice.
Tuesday morning light revealed what
remained of the event, silt-laden
water and evidence of flooding.
Rocks the size of VW Beatles rolled
down the canyon. A plus was this
event completed our effort to restore the site to natural conditions in just hours. The
photo above taken from the White River Bridge Tuesday morning shows the aftermath.
As for the project site, zero damage. The new bridge design offered little if any
resistance and allowed the event to take its course. It did however deposit several feet
of new bed load under the bridge and downstream.

The lower photo is a Forest Service restoration contractor finishing wetland construction
and habitat improvements in what was Clark Creek Snow Park. It required a lot of effort
over two years to reach this point. We
removed the old road and even
underlying soils. We salvaged, stored
and hauled in wetland soil to restore
soils removed 20-30 years ago. Now as
a wetland planted with starter plants its
ready for nature to begin final
restoration.

Good news for travelers next week traffic
delays will be brief at both White River and
Clark Newton sections as we wrap up
shoulder work. Between 7:00 am and 5:00
pm Monday thru Friday, expect flagger stops
— Saturday if we have dry conditions.
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